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This is to announce my withdrawal of the project SERENE. The view of the massacres in Gaza
makes me think of the cleansing of the gettho of Warsaw. And | do have to many jewish friends
here that lost their relatives in the getthos, not to feel the inhumanity of what is going on in Gaza
today. What we see is not only the killing of many citizens but also systematic urbicide. | don't feel
in the condition to set up a big research project on "sustainable urban development" comparing
totally uneven cases in totally uneven political conditions, without taking explicitly a common
position on the assessment of the political context of the research. | do not think that without an
explicit analysis of the relationship between the type of nation-state and the possible types of
urbanity it is possible to construct any valuable knowledge on divided cities. And | do not think
that we will reach sufficient consensus on and independence from the project of the state of Israel
to reach a common framework of analysis for our comparative work. This explicitly taking into
consideration that we have never before worked together. Whereas in normal conditions that
debate might be part of the research collaboration, | do not think that in conditions of crual warfare
and continuous non respect of international law the necessary scientific state of mind can be

reached for such a debate.

| feel sorry for this failure. Producing scientific knowledge doesn't occur in a vacuum. | hope you
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all find the energy of urging your governments to do the utmost to reach a peaceful solution and to
support in the mean time the millions kept in gettho's and inhuman conditions of poverty and fear.
Without that energy urbanity cannot survive and cities will be further divided and ultimately
destroyed.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Eric Corijn.
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= Your letter of resignation today is distorting truth and is typical of people either blind to the full

picture or blinded by bias media. Let me explain:

1. Focusing on the deplorable suffering of the Palestinians in Gaza without mentioning that Gaza
was attacked AFTER Hamas (the extreme Islamic ruling party in Gaza) fired non stop missiles
into homes of Israeli citizens around Gaza thus breaking a ceasefire of 6 months — is not fair. What
would you have done if ONE SIXTH of Belgium's civil population was living under missile
attacks for eight years — day after day? Hamas refused to stop when begged, asked and warned by
Israel, Egypt, the US and the EU — missiles continued their devastating passage from Gaza.

2. Casualties in Gaza are regretfully severe because missile attacks, ammunitions and terror

headquarters are purposely placed amid civil population — using civilians as a shield

3. Israel WITHDREW from Gaza three years ago — Hamas used this one sided step — not to build a
better Gaza but for building up its military capacity and opened countless channels and tunnels for
smuggling ammunitions and more advanced missiles for firing into Israeli cities — Israel WAS

FORCED to limit passing into Gaza to stop this massive armament.

Two points in your letter are VERY disturbing: "I have Jewish friends" is a slogan often used by
Anti-Semites, we are very sensitive to such expressions and to what follows "who lost their
relatives in Gettos" — me personally and most of us here lost direct family members is the death
camps — comparing the Holocaust to Gaza is intolerable to us. Comparing the systematic murder of
six million unarmed and unorganized Jews to the heavily armed and organized Hamas is

unforgivable.

Finally we would like to believe that our partners are people who get their information and form
their educated opinions upon thorough examination and not by manipulative media,
Ora Ahimeir

Director of The Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies
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